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SUB J : SCHEME FOR RESETTLEMENT OF INDOCHINESE REFUGEES IN 
BOLIVIA 

1 . IN AN AUGUST 6 CONVERSATION WITH THAILAND REPRESENTA- 
TIVE FOR FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY DULAL C. BORPUJARI, HE STATED 
THAT THE BOLIVIAN IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT WILL BE SENDING 
OFFICIALS TO THAILAND IN LATE SEPTEMBER TO SELECT ABOUT A 
THOUSAND HMONG REFUGEES FOR RESETTLEMENT IN BOLIVIA. 

2. DULAL SAID THERE IS STILL NO FINAL TIMETABLE FOR 
DEPARTURE OF THE FIRST 1000 REFUGEES. THE INITIAL PLAN 
HAD BEEN TO SEND 10 REFUGEES TO HELP WITH SITE PREPARA- 
TION, PRIMARILY THE CONSTRUCTION OF SIX KILOMETERS OF ROAD 
FROM A HIGHWAY TO THE PROJECT SITE. A JEEP TRACK 

WILL BE OPENED BY LATE SEPTEMBER WITH THE GOAL OF OPENING 
A MORE PERMANENT ROAD WITHIN SEVERAL MONTHS. GIVEN THIS 
PROGRESS, DULAL SAID THAT FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY MAY WISH TO 
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SEND ALL 1000 REFUGEES TOGETHER TO BOLIVIA SOMETIME IN THE 
FALL. 

3. DULAL SAID THAT THE MAJOR UNCERTAINTY AS TO DATE OF 
DEPARTURE FOR THE REFUGEES IS THE LACK OF FUNDS TO 
TRANSPORT THEM. FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY ESTIMATES THAT FOR 
1000 REFUGEES, TRANSPORTATION COSTS TO BOLIVIA WILL BE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


ABOUT 300,000 DOLLARS (470 DOLLARS PER CAPITA FOR ADULTS, 

BUT SUBSTANTIALLY LESS FOR CHILDREN). ACCORDING TO DULAL, 
UNHCR AND ICEM HAVE BOTH REJECTED FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY 
REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE IN TRANSPORTATION FUNDING. 

4. DULAL SAID THAT THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN BOLIVIA IS 

NOW EVEN MORE FAVORABLE FOR THE RESETTLEMENT PROJECT THAN 
BEFORE. KEY EXECUTIVE OFFICIALS SUPPORT THE VENTURE. 
COMMENT ON THIS OBSERVATION FROM EMBASSY LA PAZ WOULD BE 
APPRECIATED. 

5. RECOMMENDED ACTION: GIVEN FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY'S 
INTENTION TO MOVE A LARGE NUMBER OF REFUGEES TO THE PROJEC 
SITE, RATHER THAN A MORE PHASED APPROACH WHICH HAD BEEN 
PLANNED EARLIER, EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT THE DEPARTMENT 
CONSIDER REQUESTING A UNHCR ASSESSMENT OF THE PROJECT. AN 
ASSESSMENT WOULD PERMIT CORRECTION OF ANY MAJOR DEFICIEN- 
CIES BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF LARGE NUMBERS OF REFUGEES. WE 
RECOGNIZE THAT LETTING MATTERS TAKE THEIR COURSE MIGHT BE 
EASIER, BUT ON THE PREMISE THAT CORRECTIVE ACTION NOW IS 
EASIER THAN ATTEMPTING TO SALVAGE THE PROJECT LATER, WE 
BELIEVE THERE IS A STRONG ARGUMENT FOR AN ON-SITE EVALUA- 
TION AT THIS TIME. THIS EVALUATION WOULD NOT OBLIGE PAY- 
MENT OF TRANSPORTATION FUNDS AT THIS JUNCTURE. WE BELIEVE 
THAT ANY CONSIDERATION ON TRANSPORT FUNDS SHOULD AWAIT THE 
ARRIVAL OF AN INITIAL TRANCHE OF REFUGEES IN BOLIVIA AND 
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TANGIBLE EVIDENCE THAT THE PROJECT IS PROCEEDING SATISFAC- 
TORILY. FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY HAS INDICATED IT WOULD WELCOM 
A SERIOUS EVALUATION OF ITS PROPOSAL BY THE UNHCR OR OTHER 
ORGANIZATION(S). ABRAMOWITZ 
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